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Tus blowing L Letters were . oned 
by a Correſpondence that lately appeared i in 
the Mokxixe Cn RONICLE., They were 
written with à view of obviating the Ob- 
jections that had been urged againſt the 
Grant, the Acceptance and the Diſtribution 
of the Regium Donum. As theſe Objections 
were communicated to the Public through _ 
the Medium of a Newſpaper, the Author 
thought that the ſame Mode of Reply would 

be moſt likely to counteract their Effect. 
Confiding in the impartiality of the Editor, 
he ſent the firſt Letter to the Office of the 
Morning Chronicle, and for ſome Days 
expected the Inſertion of it. But the Editor, 
for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, declined | 
the Publication of it. This, and the re- 
maining Letters, are now printed in the . 
State in which they were originally written, 


and they will be diſperſed, as Opportunities 1 


occur. The Author hopes to convince the 
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Max: N Y of 1 your 0 are al opinion, / that : 


your paper is diſgraced by, being made the vehi- 


cle of anonymous. calumny. They think that 


juſtice and honour ſhould forbid your admitting 
either attacks or inſinuations againſt the charac- 
ter of perſons, preſumed but not proved to 


= belong to a particular truſt, on the authority of 
= nameleſs correſpondents, whole, real ſignatures | 
"= would probably expoſe. their views, and defeat 
1 their malignity. Lou, Sir, may not be ſo well 
; acquainted with the Diſſenters, either as to their 
: Principles or praceable temper, as to 
* B 
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know, that a very great majority of this reſpect- 
able body of people are neither in their judg- 
ment nor inclination enemies to the eſtabliſhed 
government of this kingdom; and that they 
obſerve, with juſt indignation, every attempt to 
Excite a ſpirit of diſaffection and hoftility to the 
preſent reigning family. F riends to liberty and 
a temperate reform, they will, howevet,\refent 
and to the utmoſt of their power oppoſe every 
wild and frantic effort for introducing chimerical 
alterations into the form of our civil govern- 
ment; and fot promoting, with this view, an 
antipathy to the conſtitutional Soyereign of the 
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The letters which you have publiſhed on the 
ſuhject of the Regium Donum are written in qr. 
5 to provoke Differiters' to inſũlt Majeſty by 
the refuſal of a donation, to which no Uifho- 
nourable condition' is EY andl to create a 
ſerious and permanent miſunderſtanding between 
the King and a very conſiderable" body of his 
 Jubjedts, Until your cortefpondetits'can prove, 
I by ſomewhat more than mere Aaffertion, that the 
Regium Donum is Stan ted or received on um 
condition; that it is not faithfully diftributed to 
proper objects; And that the Diſtributors have 
ever perverted it to political purpoſes, they wil 
deſerve no 3 pefſom of * and 
candour. 
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Jou may aſſure yourſelf that the bod 
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them, diſtinguiſhed neither by its number nor 
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I am, Sir, 
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LETTER I. 


* * 1 


81 R, 5 


F EELING for the honour of the Diſſenters as 
much, I am confident, as any of your corre- 
ſpondents, J have long ſince directed my atten- 
tion to the hiſtory of the Regium Donum us ta 

the conduct of its Diſtributors. 


With vita to the hiſtory of this benefaction, 


it will be ſufficient to obſerve, that it was firſt 
granted by George I. as a token of reſpect and 
- gratitude tothe Diſſenters for their firm and 


zealous attachment to his family on its acceſſion 
to the throne, and for the active and important 
ſervices they rendered him at a time, when To- 


f ries and Jacobites combined. againſt him, 


Ir was given by bil, ne ks bee client 
by his ſucceſſors, without any kind of condition; 


and it has been received without any engagement 


or ſtipulation on the part of thoſe to whom the 


Ty diſtribution 73 it is entruſted. . 


The hiſtory which appeared about twenty | 
years ago in ſome of our monthly publications, 
and 


: 


641 


and which you have thought proper to ;epubliſh | 


in your paper, is notoriouſly erroneous; and was 
compiled under -the influence of- principles and 
views, or rather of prejudices and paſſions, by 
no means honourable to the author. The vari- 
ous circumſtances which occaſioned that hiſtory, 


and to the truth of which you have given your 


probatum eft, were well known to me and to ſe- 
veral other perſons who were acquainted with 


the Writerjito whom it has been aſcribed, at the 355 


time of its publication; ; and if I thought myſelf 
at liberty to recite them, they would ſuffictently 
account 9 the eee _ OR which, 


4411 


As to es of 45 Diulbutord of ay 
Regium Donum, it will be ſufficient to appeal to 


their general character. There are few, if any 


_ who will 'prefumerto- impeach their Honeſty and 
to charge them with being leſs faithful in the 
execution of this truſt than they are in hs. other 


are: as deres audited ner areas puncs 
tually produced as they are in any other truſt of a 


pecuniary nature. And if it were neceſſary, they 
can refer for evidence of theit honeſty to the books 


and papers; in which their. reſpective acrounts 


are kept. What then muſt: you, Sir, and what 
muſt the public think of the veracity, to ſay no- 
LUST 1 | 5% | thing | 


(4) . 


thing of che liberality and candour, of ht 


correſpondent, who calls himſelf a Delegate fot 
a neighbouring county, when he affirms, with» 


out any reſtriction or qualification, and without 


expreſſing ſo much as a hope that he is miſtaken; 
ce that theſe gentlemen: accept a truſt, for the 
* due execution of ok they IO 


* means of accounting.” 


e e 


ence in conſequence; of this truſt and the oppors 
tunity it affords them of being uſeful to their 


brethren and to the general cauſe; of the 'Difſen» 


ters. It muſt be allowed that they derive pleas - 
fure from being able to relieve meritorious indi- 


gence, and to aſſiſt in a variety of caſes, where 
the intereſt of the Diſſenters is concerned. But 
whether they are under the influence of the 
Crown or of any of its ſervants or not, vill be 


_ ee nen denn 


27 — bot hought as Hh 2 
as openly of publie men and public meaſures as 
any of their brethren? Duting ihe progreſi-of | 


to it they never diſguiſed tlew- ſentiments; 


their opinion, of it was known both to the king 
and to his miniſters; but they were never ve. 
8 on this aceount; they e 


2 


4143 


tes ESI their Obligations 1 to en court; 
they were never required to approve or to juſtiſy 
public meaſures; nor wete they ever ditectiy or 
indireckiy cenſured and condemned for diſap- 
proving chem. If this money had been geen 

for political purpoſes, is it not natural to ima - 
gine, that the receivers and-diftributors of-it 
would have had ſome intimation what return of 
Pang and{ervicethed donors e 
bande i un ie N 155 


1 + T 


Beſides) ties: not 11 e ben 
inthis/diftribution been as forward and active as 
any of their brethren in thair endeavours to ſerve 


the cauſe of the Diſſenters with the Crown and 
its Miniſters) In the years 177, 177, and 
1779, when application was made for the en- 
largement of 'the Toleration-Act, they were as 
zedlous as any others; and there were few- who | 
took greater pains in obtaining the relief that 
was ſought, - During ihe later applications that 
have been made by the Lay-Diſſenters for che 
repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Acts, theß 
have declared their" "wiſhes and ekettoll them- I 
ſelves in their favour as much as any: others in 
ſimilar fitvations with themſelves. Does dliis 
conduct indicate infloence on the part of the 
Crown or an 23 deference andſubmition 
AER?” 9112 e ene 1299 O18 N 


4 * 

- hr che evidence chat they are not ſublets 
to the direction and controul of the Crown and 
its ſervants, it ſhould be conſidered, that when- 
ever vacancies happen in this truſt they are ſup- 
plied by the ſurvivors at their own. pleaſure and 
without any foreign interference: and they have, 
therefore, the ſame means of ſecuring. their in- 
dependence with the members of any. other pubs 
lie truſt. I am much miſinformed, if the moſt 
cordial harmony and mutual regard have not 


always ſubſiſted in this truſt. Every individual 
of this body poſſeſſes equal authority and is 


equally accountable. An anonymous writer, 
who ſays that one of the number now rules, 
berrays great ignorance of the conſtitution. of 
this truſt; ; The member to whom he refers pol- 
ſeſſes the mild and humble temper of a Chriſtian 
and the manners of a Gentleman in ſo eminent a 
degree, that his brethren of the truſt, as well as 
all who kno / him, will concur, I am perſuaded, 

eng this Li as a e 


. LETS 


| Should it be aid. 1 tha Ne Diwiburch of this 
oe employ their influence with thoſe who 
ſhare it, for miniſterial and political purpoſes, 
they deny the charge. The onus. proband: lies 
on their accuſers; and they defy the proof. 


They ; are ; conſcious to o themſelves, that every 


SAT MME ſuggeſtion 


310 18877? 10 


he 12 o 3 20 


volve the whole 


of the Dillenters, and Joes 
it not reſttaini their free 


ters are preciſely in the faibe Gtbarion for forming 


their ſentiments and determining their conduct, | 
as if no ſach' benefaction were granted and re- 
ceived, T the Crown or Miniſter ſhotild be of 


opinion, that che Difſenrers are bound by this 


donation to approve meaſures which they would 


otherwiſe conderhn, to be filent when they woll 
otherwiſe "ſpeak, and active when they woulc 
otherwiſe be Milf: if they ſhould be of opihion; 


that it is a conſideration given for the furredder 


of their liberty, and that in return they ought to 
be ſatisfied” under unreaſonable reſtraints bs ard 
never apply for any improvement of their con | 


11 ALA Lanes does not this gratit in- 


om in Judging and in 1 
pronouncing concerning public men and pute 
| meaſures The plain anſwer is, that the Difſth2 


dition; they will Certainly, withdraw ie,” 4 a 6 


ſoon as they find it does not anſwer the pur- 


poſe for which it was beſtowed. Hitherto they 
have neither by word nor act declared, that it is. . 
granted for ſelfiſh and ſiniſter purpoſes. | The „ 


Diſſenters have never yet been told, from any 


higher authority than that of AnonympusCalum- 
niatots, chat * have . Accepted 3 4 pecuniary 


C * 9 


355 


: ( 10 ) 

ec compenſation for their civil liberties, and bar- 
<« tered away the birthright of their poſterity for 
* ever.“ No ſervant of the Crown, ſuperior or 
ſubordinate, has ever charged them with ingra- 
titude, and with violating any expreſſed or im- 
plied engagement, when they have come for- 
ward to vindicate their rights and to ſeek that 
complete liberty to which they conceive them. 
ſelves entitled. It is not, therefore, at all ſur- 
priſing, that the Diſſenters ſhould not be 
aware of a com promiſe, which never exiſted 
except in the imagination of thoſe, who Wen to 
be your Oracles on this ſubject. 


It is and that the Sovereign « fin 
Miniſters have a higher opinion of the integrity 
and honour of the Diſſenters, as a public body, 
than to ſuppoſe them capable of being influenced 
by a ſum fo inconſiderable and of eftimating 
their liberty at ſo low a rate. I confeſs that, as | 
a Diſſenter, I cannot help feeling with reſent- 
ment, the reproach which the charge of influence 
implies, Is this whole body of men,among whom 
are perſons of learning and integrity, as well as of 
. eaſy circumſtances and even affluent fortune, ca - 
pable of being biaſſed in their judgment and 
conduct by a ſum, which would be ſcarce ſuffi- 
cient to ſecure the attachment of a ſingle indi- 


vidual in the * of e Are the 
5 Difſenters 


* 


Diſſenters more eaſily corrupted—arethey bribed 
at a cheaper rate—than any other individuals 
rhan any other body of men in the kingdom? 
The ſuggeſtion is defamatory; and every Diſ- 
ſenter of ſpirit will reſent it. It muſt proceed 
from ignorance of their principles and character. 
It can tend to no purpoſe but that of humbling 
them in the opinion of their fellow - citizens. 
The ſum is too ſmall to produce the effect 
aſcribed to it. Public men know the world too 
well to judge ſo erroneouſly : and I believe they 
have a greater ref; pet for the character of the 
Diſſenters, than to imagine ſuch a grant can be 
an effectual bribe or to continue it with any ſuch 
view. It is reſerved for thoſe who are or who 
pretend to be of their own body, to degrade * 
them ſo much below the common ſtandard of 

their e | 


. am, Sir, 


+=... Son. | | 
| A Dis8znTzR. 
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I; N a former letter I have PRE Eras to 
prove, by a plain ſtatement of facts and by rea- 
ſoning from thoſe facts, that neither the grant 
nor acceptance of the Regium Donum juſtly de- 


; ſerves the reproach and odium, that have been 


lately charged upon it by perſons who are igno- 
rant of its true hiſtory. In the whole tranſaction, 


from its commencement to the preſent day, 
there is nothing © unworthy, which requires the 
&* diſavowal of the body of Diſſenters by a pub- 
« lic act,“ as a nameleſs writer aſſerts: there 
is nothing diſhonourable either to the Crown or 
to the Diſſenters. A ſum that has been freely 
given has been freely received and e * 
P to uſeful purpoſes. | 


Shall we ſay, that the King has no right to 
grant the leaſt token of his favour 'to any of his 
Subjects; and that every inſtance of Royal fa- 


- Your originates in ſelfiſh views and is directed 


to corrupt and pernicious purpoſes? His ſta- 
Udi, upon ele. principles, muſt render him 
| nene 


_ incapable of any act of diſintereſted kim, 
1c is impoſſible for the King to. be charitable, 
becauſe. every act of benevolence on his part 
becomes liable to ſuſpicion and is Enger n 
ſidered as the means of corruption. 


But it . that the e tu 1 


5 tile to Diſſenters; and, therefore, that no fa- 


your ſhould be received from it. This is a prin- 


ciple which we ſhould not be too ready to ad- 


mit. Some allowances ought to be made for 
prejudices induſtriouſly inftiled into the royal 


C ug aut comatully' 


mind. Our enemies have improved every 


opportunity for this purpoſe ;- and there is 
| reaſon to apprehend, that the ſenſe of the na- 


tion, which intereſted men have taken great 


pains to pervert and miflead, is at his moment 
unfavourable to the principles and cauſe of the 


Diſſenters. Is it ſurpriſing that the King, who 


has certainly no better means of information than 


other men, and who is ſubje& to a variety of 


biaſſes peculiar to his own ſtation, ſhould adopt 
opinions that are prevalent in the country and 


* 


that he ſhould- bend, perhaps, too willing an 
ear to accuſations againſt a body of people, 


whoſe ſentiments and views have been miſtaken 


and miſrepreſented, and who, from a concur- 


rence of "circumſtances, happen tõ be unpopu- 
lar? - The Diifenters, inſtead of reſenting the 


ignorance 


ow. 


5 „ 
ignorance of their fellow- ſubjects and laying 
more of the blame on perſons in high ſtations 
than they probably deſerve, ſhould endeavour 
to promote knowledge and a ſpirit of enquiry; 
and by mild and gentle methods ſupplant thoſe 
prejudices which would be eſtabliſhed and ren- 
dered invincible by a declaration of war and a 
direct attack. If we wiſh to inform the royal 
mind, to remove prejudices that are ſuppoſed to 
_ exiſt, and to conciliate regard; is this to be 
done by a public declaration that we will receive 
no favour from the Crown; that we will break 
> off every friendly connection with it; that we 
will take it for granted and regulate our conduct 
on the ſuppoſition, that we are objects of en- 
mity; and that we have no deſire of regaining 
confidence and eſteem? This kind of conduct 
' would-be condemned in all the common con- 
nections and intercourſes of life: and I confeſs 
that I have not penetration enough to diſcern 
how it can be leſs liable to cenſure and reproach 
in the connection that ſubſiſts between the Sove- 
reign and his Subjects. True policy—a policy 
perfe&tty conſiſtent with 1 integrity and honour— 
requires us to be flow in believing, and ſtill 
more flow in avowing our opinion, by any pub- 
lic act, that the Chief Magiſtrate of the country 
regards the body of Diſſenters as objects of diſ- 
een and diſpleaſure. Conſcious of the 
rectitude 
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rectitude of our own ſentiments and conduct, 
we ſhould rather conclude; that, as we are en- 
titled to favour in common with others of our 


fellow · ſubjects, this favour will be continued to | 


us; 3 and that the time 18 approaching, when, by 


te prevalence of juſt ſentiments, it may be er- 
erciſed to the utmoſt extent of our reaſonable 
claims. In order to accelerate this period, let 
us enlighten the people, and not irritate and 
provoke. thoſe that are in poſſeſon of 
power by ſurmiſes and reflections, that are 
either unfounded or impolitic. Let us convince 
the public by ſound argument and by our peace- 


able conduct, that we deſerve the unreſtricted! 
liberty which we claim: nor let diſcontent-and* 


petulanee, invidious reflections and angry in- 
vectives, raiſe obſtacles in the way of our obtain 
ing it. As long as the Crown continues favour- 


which we have been accuſtomed to receive, let 


us not haſtily and indignantly reject them; nor 


ſay in the face of the Sovereign, , we know you 


hate us and we will 1 receive no > boon from — 
hands. EN 
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If the Diſſenters were now to "refuſe the ac- 


ceptance of a grant, which has been continued 


to them without interruption for near a century, 
vould they not plead guilty to the charge, 


which their miſtaken friends or real enemies have 


* nn Would they not implicitly 


acknow- 


Pte all this moment of fan) 

emancipation, under undue influence? Would 
they not bear teſtimony to a falſhood, and, in ſo 
doing, fix the reproach, which they muſt be 
conſcious of not meriting ? Is this the time, a 
time of diſſatisfaction and tumult, when Europe 
is in agitation and when thoſe who wiſh for the 
continued peace, as well as the gradual jmprove- 
ment of the conſtitution, of their own country, 
are anxious and trembling : Is this the time, in 
which the Diffenters ought to come forward and 
ſay, that they will no longer receive any fayour 
from the Crown? Shall they be the firſt to 
ſound the trumpet of ſeparation and of diſcordꝰ 
Shall any of them attempt to diſſolve that union, 
on which their reputation and proſperiey depend? 


Shall the Diftributors of the Royal bounty, 
convinced in their own minds of the rectitude of 
their views and ſentiments and capable of appeal- 
ing to their uniform conduct againſt every 
charge of influence — ſhall they give occaſion for 
any to ſay, they now reſign what they ought ne- 
ver to have received and ſhould no longer re- 
tain? Tbe public. opinion has decided upon 
their character. They filently acquieſoe in the 
deciſion. They ſurrender 4 Truſt which they 
are ſatisfied is diſhonourable in itſelf and injuri- 
ous to the body with which they are connected. 

rl] confels 
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5 conſeſs that, in theſe circumſtances, I ſhould hes 
ſttate in yielding to clamours which my conſcience 
told me were unfounded. I ſhould not chuſe to int, 
cur the odium which enemies and friends would at- 


tachto conduct of this kind. A charge of influence 
M publicly advanced by perſons that are anony- 


mous. Under this charge the Diſtributors ar ; | 
required to ſurrender their, Truſt. Let them 


comply with the requiſition, and what would be 


the conſequence? The perſons who make the 
charge would trium ph in their ſucceſs. Thoſe 
who have been moſt bold and buſy in demand - 
ing this ſurrender, would probably banks firſt 2 
to reproach the Members of this Truſt. They 
would ſay, theſe men have acknowledged the 
truth. Our ſuſpicions. were juſt. We-conviet- 


them by their own confeſſion. Rather, let the 


whole tranſaction, in its riſe, progreſs, and effects, 
be fairly examined. The Truſtees meet the 
enquiry. They will ſtand the teſt of a ſcrutiny. 


They are confident of its favourable iſſue: and 
they will continue to exerciſe the ſame fidelity © - 


in the review of which _ dread no As. 


It is needleſs to apprize theſe gentlemen, dt ; 
every power of uſefulneſs is connected with the 
hazard of reproach. They cannot have long o- 


We _ ſtations without the bn em” of 
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will not be unmindful of the Apoſ- 
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titude provoke reſentment, the Truſt 
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« Be not overcome of evil; but 
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inſt it. Should this be the 
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overcome evil 
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15 ſhall . the diſcuſſion. of the hes, to . 
which your Correſpondents have directed my | 
n without any inen or OW 


iy 


| The Diſtributors of the Rais Dey are in | 
poſſeſſion of a Truſt for the benefit of meritori- 
ous indigence. The poor amongſt their bre- 
thren have a claim upon the money committed 
to their diſpoſal. They have no right to alien- | 
ate, to ſurrender, or to incur the forfeiture of 4 8} 
charity, from which they derive no perſonal ad- 
vantage; hut which is the reſource of the neceſ- 
ſitous. If they were acceſſory to the diſcontinuance 
of this benefaction, the poor might ſay, where 
is the ſupply; which, was granted for:our relief 
and benefit? as Individuals, You, might have © 
withdrawn from a Truſt, which you did not 
approve; , but you had no right to aboliſh the 
Truſt itſelf. It was not for you to determine, 
how long the King ſhould diſpenſe favours to 
nndigent Diſſenters and when they ſhould; be 
| diſcontinued, We have reaſon to complain f 


55 injury. you have done us—an won, which 
5 „ At 


6290 
it is not in your power to redreſs. You have 
bereaved us and our families of needful and ſea- 
ſonable relief. Our ſucceſſors, in the humble, 
but we truſt, important ſtations which we now 
occupy, will alſo have occaſion to condemn 
and lament your ſurrender of a Truſt, from 
which they might otherwiſe have derived en- 
couragement and aſſiſtance. You are accoun- 
table not only to us, but to future generations. 
The reproach of thoſe who are yet unborn, will 
be entailed on your memories. It behoves you 
then, maturely to conſider, whether you have a 
right to reſign a benefaction, granted to our an- 
ceſtors, continued to us, and, unleſs Difſenters - 
of the preſent day are ſo unwiſe as to provoke the 
withdrawment of it, likely to be tranſmitted to 
our poſterity. You are merely Diſtributors in 
Truſt for the benefit of others; and till new con- 
ditions which you cannot approve,” which have 
never yet been propoſed, and which you have 
no reaſon to expect, are annexed” to the conti- 
nuance of your Truſt, you are bound in duty 
to retain it. Every principle of juſtice - every 
ſentiment of honour and Peg forbid 7855 | 
to relinquiſh it. en 24.98 | 


N much Aube tas an a& of YA e 
would be juſtifiable in compliance with the re · 
quifition even of a Majority of the Diſſenters of 
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the preſent day. They can only declare their 
own ſenſe upon the queſtion, if it were fairly 
and impartially ſubmitted to their conſiderations 
which has not yet been the caſe. But have they 
a right to determine for the whole body of Dif 
ſenters on a ſubject which concerns the Minority 


as well as themſelves and in which future gene- 


rations have an intereſt, of which the preſent 
race of Diſſenters ought not to deprive them? 


Thoſe who diſapprove of this benefaction need 
not avail themſelves of it. If it ſhould be os _ 
fered them, they are at liberty to decline the 

acceptance of it. But their ſcruples, whatever 
may be the cauſe from which they proceed, 
ſhould not preclude others from a benefit, which 


may be diſtributed and received by perſons, not 
leſs diſtinguiſhed for integrity and honour ng 
thoſe who refuſe and wrde * 
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Ii not © aaa to ers. the fouls. of the 


whole body of Diſſenters ou any queſtion; and 
much leſs on a queſtion of this kind. Individu- 
als are apt to ſpeak the language of the claſs or 
party, with which they aſſociate and converſe: 


and they infer the judgment of the -Majority 
from that of the few, to whom their intercourſe 


extends. But I believe, and not without having 


taken ſome pains in inveſtigating the ſubject, 
0 fy: of the Difſen- 
ters 


my a very conſiderable M. 
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ters are decided in their opinion, that the bens · 
faction which has occaſioned the preſent diſcuſ. 
fion ought not to be ſurrendered; and that the 
clamours that are induſtriouſly circulated by a 
news- paper corfeſpondence- can n 0 im. 


een ad ns yi tl 


Who are 65 ede 1 Fon eddy 
ſtarted the queſtion and that are diſquieting the 
minds of the Public, it is impoſſible for me to 
ay, nor is it of any great moment to enquire. 
What are their views, they themſelves beſt know, 
What good they propoſe, either to the Diſſen- 
ters as à body or to the nation at large, it is not 


eaſy to diſcover. I have already taken the li- 
berty to ſuggeſt what appears to me to be the 
probable conſequence of haſty and intemperate 


reflections on an act of royal favour. Lhave 


no apprehenſion, that the Body of Difſenters 
will be ſo unwiſe as to eie faction to ſuch re- 
n. we (hel pr RC 
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Oste . your n . you, ain 
he is a Delegate for a neighbouring county; and 


that he is determined to inſtitute an enquiry into 


the ſubject of the Regium Donum at the next 
meeting of the Deputies and Delegates. Who 
this Delegate 1 is, and what powers he poſſeſſes 
under chis denomination, he has thought proper 
£253 to 


# 
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to conceal: * Whether he has convened his con- 
ſtituents or not; how far he is able to deelare 
their opinion; what confidence they repoſe in 
his judgment; and to what extent they will ap- 


prove the meaſures which he may propoſe, are 


queſtions which will naturally occur at the 


public meeting to which he refers, and which, 


L imagine, he is able to anſwer. If the enquiry,” 


which he wiſhes to agitate, ſhould not appear to 5 


be a part of his commiſſion, his powers as a De- 


legate are no more than mine; and his ſenti- 
ments, if the order of buſineſs admits of their 
being canvaſſed, muſt be thoſe of an Individual 


deriving no claim to attention from the office he 
bears. n CCC 
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It will then be Adee what are the facts to 
which he can appeal, and what are the arguments 


which he is able to produce, in order to prove 
that the Diſſenters ſubmit to be the ſervants 
« of a Court, that NEGLECTS and OPPRES. 


1 


4 SES them.” This is à ſerious charge both* 


againſt the Court, and the Diſſenters. It requires 


ſtrong proofs; and unſupported by evidence, it 
will recoil' againſt this Delegate himſelf; "Uh | 


Juſtice will GERT it 4 Wc Tl 
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whoſe good ſenſe and W 
are accompanied with calmneſs and moderation. 
Anxious as I am for the honour of the Diſſenters 
in a deciſion, which is likely to produce per- 
manent effects, I am perfectly ſatisfied that the 
determination of this body on the propoſed en - 
quiry of the Delegate for a neighbouring county 
will be wiſe and juſt ; and ſuch as will contribute 
moſt effectually to the union and tranquillity of 


the Diſſenters. They will adopt meaſures, that 


{ball have a tendency to conciliate and not to ex 
aſperate; to prevent and not to promote diviſions; 
to ſerve and not to injure the cauſe in the ſup- 
port of which they aſſociate. They will not be 
ſo abſurd as to imagine, that the charge of 
% NzcLEcTand OryREss10N” aginſt the Court 
is a decent introduction to the renewal: of an ap- 
plication for a repeal of the Teſt Laws, and that 
ſuch a charge is likely to remove prejudices 
that exiſt in the legiſlature and in the country, 

to increaſe the number of their friends «ad. to 
ſecure their ultimate n Pp. en 
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It Is not upon Night 3 2 leſs on on 


| ſurmiſes and aſſertions, juſtified. by no facts and 


incapable of confirmation, that they vill believe, 
that the Regium Donum has been granted or con- 

tinued either ( as 4 bribe for. ſilance or a cumro- 
A niſe. for juſice; - and they will think Ons 
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« hy any public a&to diſavow atranſaction as un- 
worthy” in which they have no perſonal concern 
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Eris 5 bg We wegeled, at leaſt i in private con- 
verſation, that the Diſſenters ſhould raiſe a fund 
to ſupply the place of the Regium Donum; and 
that when they have done this, they ſhould agree 
to ſurrender i it. Thoſe who propoſe this ſcheme 
areof opinion, that in the mean while the grant 
of Royal favour ſhould be accepted. | 


1 — x” GE 
— — 2 


= - 7 = * k __ ö —- \ _— : 
' —— = 23 — — — a < 1 
= = h b * — wN 1 85 3 — bs — — 
5 N . - — P ia). fi * rr _— N . 2 2 — — 9 Dr _ 
. © D - . . L 
; w 4 * — — N — " — = 0 * „ 
=, 4 2w-+ wy as 4 1 — 5 * — * F — % 
x d — = 
= tv 6 N 
* - 
— — 
ba n 
La ma. — * — il 


1 
171 
1 
44 
14 


+ 
'F 
1 


— 
2 
5 


The Diffenters, it muſt be acknowledged, 
have been always diſtinguiſhed by their laudable 
zeal and liberality, I have been witneſs, in the 
courſe of my life and intimate connection with 
them, to many exertions, that have done them 
bonour. They are in the habit of contributing, 
in common with their fellow - ſubjects of other 
denominations, to charitable inſtitutions of a 
general nature; and they have among themſelves 
funds of various kinds, which demand tbeir 
conſtant ſupport. In theſe circumſtances I ſhould 

regret devolving upon them, without neceſſity, 
any new burden, But are the advocates for 


this extraordinary fund apprized of the difficulty 


cn) - 1 


of rendering it. ſufficiently ample as well as per- 
manent? How is ſuch a fund to be formed j— i 
not. by Annual Subſcriptions. © Theſe are too 7 
precarious, They depend upon the pleaſure and 
upon t the lives of the Contributors. They afford 
no certain ſupply 6 to the Difſenters of the preſent 
| age. They entail no reſources on the next 2 _— 
neration. A fund of this Kind cannot anſw 
the purpoſe of its eſtabliſhment, unleſs it be 
made As durable as national ſecurities will allow. i 
It is needleſs to alk, is it ealy to raiſe ſuch a fund? . 
Is It prafticable, without depriving other [ Charita- . 
ble inſtitutions of the ſupport which they ec vally 
need and merit? will the Diffenters fo enerally / 
and ſo cordially concur in the principle that 
evinces the neceſſity of it as to think themſelves = 
obliged, either in Juſtice or honour, to contri- DJ 
bute ta its eſtabliſhment? will not many! of them, 
however enlightened and ſteady 1 in their attach- 
ment to the cauſe of Difſenters and however li. 
beral in their diſpoſition on all important 5 
caſions, diſapprove the deſigt gn of ſuch an eſta- 
bliſhment, withhold their concurrence, and even 
diſcourage the progrels: and prevent the comple- 
tion of it ? Afund ſufficiently ample,might poſſi- 
bly be raiſed by the united zeal of the whole body 
of Diſſenters. They poſſeſs ability and inclina- 
tion to do much more than this, on an occaſion 
that would engage and 2 their concurring 
ns 4 
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1 
and 8 e But in in the preſen 
and all circumſtances e it appears to 
me to be an ideal object. It may be propoſed 
in argument by thoſe who:would find them mlelyes 
| very unequal to the actual i ae of | 
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it. |; T thoſe, who contend for te, TC) jon of | 


"ILL the minds of thoſe who, are inte⸗ 
reſted in the meaſure you propoſe—eſtabliſh; 7 
ſources equally permanent with ſuch as you wiſh | 
to aboliſh:—and when you have ſucceeded ſo 
fac, you will be furniſtied with a new, plea for 
declining to accept. what is now. freely zranted 
to the neceſſities of your brethren and faichfully 

diſtributed in promoting the cauſe which vou 
wilh to ſupport, It will then be ſoon enough to 
confider, whether you ought to. ſurrender any 


other benefaction TONY may receive. 1 5 


SON it 2 to me, "that he EE 
cates of the Regium Donum need not ayail 
themſelves of the conceſſion that has been 
now ſtated. They have no occaſion to 
take the advantage of an impracticable propo- 
| fition ; .and to defer their defence till circum- 
| Rances occur, that are never likely to; happen, 
With or without any new reſources, which the 


liberality of Ditfenters may provide, the Truſtees 
7. 
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CITY 


under b | 


whit they rs Al wed to Giſtribott ir h nei 


terference 


form experience has not given them the leaſt rea · 


u, or control, or moſt weinor W. 
. crown kh its fervants. Shbald 
new circumſtances occur, of which they have not _ 


the ſlighteſt apprehenſion, and which their uni- 


ſon to expect, as men of integrity and honour =_ 
they will know how: to act. They will require 


no intimations from a News · paper e 


dence, or even from a County- Delegate, what 


it will be proper for them to do. I have a | 


to believe, front their known ſentiments, diſpo- 


ſition and character, that they are as indepen- 


dent and uncorrupt, and as incapable of ſubmit- 
ting to improper influence or of exerting it, as 


any of their Brethren; not excepting thoſe 


with whom they are in habits of intimate con- 


nection and intercourſe, and whom they moſt 


reſpect and value. They are men, who feel 


themſelves reſponſible for this and every other 
truſt and talent that are committed to them at 
an higher tribunal than that of Kings and Mi- 


niſters of State. To this tribunal they direct their 5 
the proſpect of it entertain the 


views, and 
humble hope of approbation. They are men, 
who will never be intimidated by unmerited cen- 


| ſure;=who wil never forfeit the eſteem of the _ 5 
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